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Gostingen

Lieux-dits Bocksberg, Häreberg
Just one local producer (Caves Fernand Rhein) and
nothing outstanding so far.

Greiveldange/
Greiweldigen

Lieux-dits Hutte/Hëtt, Dieffert, Herrenberg/
Häreberg, Hëttermillen
The village is two kilometres from the Moselle,
but the vineyards extend down to the river’s
banks. Of the two local producers, Beck-Franck
and Stronck-Pinnel, the latter makes one of
Greiveldange’s best Rieslings from the Hëtt lieu-dit,
while the former makes better wines from other
villages. However, most of the growers belong to
the village cooperative, and Vinsmoselle makes
most of the best wines here, especially Dieffert
Pinot Gris and Herrenberg Auxerrois.

Grevenmacher

Lieux-dits Fels, Rosenberg/Rouseberg, Leitschberg/
Leiteschberg, Pietert, Groaerd/Groärd
The best-known producer here is Bernard Massard,
one of Luxembourg’s truly international exporters.
The Fels lieu-dit is for Riesling, Leitschberg, and
Pietert for Pinot Blanc. Steinmetz-Jungers,
Vinsmoselle’s Caves de Grevenmacher, and
Fédération Viticole make the finest local wines.

Lenningen

Lieux-dits Häreberg
Just one local producer (Caves Fernand Rhein) and
nothing outstanding so far.

Machtum

Lieux-dits Alwengert, Hohenfels, Ongkâf,
Goellebour/Göllebour, Widdem
Matchum is supposedly known for its Ongkâf Riesling,
but it produces better Pinot Gris, and to be truthful,
Göllebour vies with Ongkâf as the top lieu-dit in the
village. Matchum also makes good Pinot Blanc. The
Riesling is good, but no better than Auxerrois and, in
hotter years, Gewürztraminer. The two local
producers, Jean Schlink-Hoffeld and Pundel-Hoffeld,
are both very good, with Vinsmoselle and Cep d’Or
the best producers from outside the village.

Mertert

Lieux-dits Bocksberg, Herrenberg/Häreberg
The best lieu-dit in this ugly, industrial port is
Herrenberg, which thankfully is closer to Wasserbillig.
Pinot Gris is Herrenberg’s most successful variety,
with Häremillen and the local Vinsmoselle Caves de
Grevenmacher the top-performing producers.

Mondorf

Lieux-dits None
No producers are located here. Growers either
deliver to the cooperative or sell to one of the six
commercial wineries.

Niederdonven

Lieux-dits Fels, Gölleberg, Diedenacker
No producers are located here. Growers either
deliver to the cooperative or sell to one of the six
commercial wineries.

Ober-Wormeldingen

Lieux-dits None
No producers are located here. Growers either

deliver to the cooperative or sell to one of the six
commercial wineries.

Oberdonven

Lieux-dits None
No producers are located here. Growers either
deliver to the cooperative or sell to one of the six
commercial wineries.

Remerschen

Lieux-dits Jongeberg, Kräitchen, Kreitzberg,
Rodernberg/Roudeberg, Reidt
Charles Decker is the award-winning producer here;
many of his medals are for wines that were denied
the most lowly appellation, having been rejected by
the IVV. In the best years, Decker can produce
good Muscat Ottonel and Gewürztraminer on the
Kreitzberg lieu-dit, while Krier Frères has made
good Riesling on Jongeberg.

Remich

Lieux-dits Fels, Goldberg, Gaalgeberg, Hélwéngert,
Hôpertsbour, Primerberg, Scheuerberg
Primerberg is the most important lieu-dit here, and
Riesling its best variety, with Krier Frères and Mathis
Bastian the top producers, but this vineyard also
makes fine Pinot Blanc and Auxerrois (St Remy
Desom), and Pinot Gris (Gales). Overall Remich is
most successful for Pinot Blanc, with Mathis Bastian
(Coteau de Remich) and Krier Frères (Hôpertsbour)
both vying with St Remy Desom.

Rolling

Lieux-dits None
No producers are located here. Growers either
deliver to the cooperative or sell to one of the six
commercial wineries.

Rosport

Lieux-dits None
Everyone in the Luxembourg wine trade will tell
you that Wasserbillig is the very northern limit of
Appellation Moselle Luxembourgoise Controlée, yet
I found these vines 14 kilometres (8.5 miles) farther
north, and they are officially within the delimited
region, even though they are not on the Moselle
or even in its hinterland, but located on a tributary
called the Sauer.

Schengen

Lieux-dits Fels, Markusberg
Although Fels Riesling is supposed to be best
known, this most southerly of Luxembourg’s wine
villages is definitely Pinot country (Blanc and Gris),
with Vinsmoselle dominating, though A Gloden &
Fils also makes some fine wines.

Schwebsingen/
Schwebsange

Lieux-dits Letscheberg, Steilberg,
Hehberg, Kolteschberg
Supposedly good for Gewürztraminer, but
I have yet to confirm that. The best lieu-dit is
Kolteschberg, where Vinsmoselle Caves de
Wellenstein and Laurent & Benoît Kox produce
some good Pinot Gris and Riesling.

Stadtbredimus

Lieux-dits Primerberg, Goldberg,
Dieffert, Fels
Only Wormeldingen produces more top-quality
Luxembourg wines than Stadtbredimus. Most of
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the best come from Vinsmoselle Caves de
Stadtbredimus and and Cep d’Or, but some also
from Gales and Laurent & Benoît Kox. The largest
lieu-dit is the Primerberg, but Dieffert and Fels are
the best, producing some of the finest Rieslings in
the country. Pinot Gris is the second best variety in
Stadbredimus, and Primerberg, Goldberg and Fels
the most successful lieu-dit for this grape.

Wasserbillig

Lieux-dits Bocksberg, Häreberg
Supposedly the most northerly of Luxembourg’s
main drag of vineyards, but not strictly so
(see Rosport).

Wellenstein

Lieux-dits Foulschette, Kurschels, Veilchenberg,
Roetchelt, Brauneberg, Knipp, St Annaberg
Kurschels stands out as the best lieu-dit, and
the best lieu-dit for Riesling. Foulschette is the
second-best lieu-dit, and the best lieu-dit for Pinot
Gris. Krier Welbes and Gales are the top producers
in this region, followed closely by Mathis Bastian
and Vinsmoselle (Série Limitée Art).

Wintrange/Wintringen

Lieux-dits Hommelsberg,
Felsberg
Felsberg is the best-known lieu-dit, with its statue
of St Donatus crowning the hill, where Pinot Gris
and Riesling are supposed to be among the best in
Luxemboug, although I have tasted only one wine
that matches up to that sort of reputation (and that
is Vinsmoselle Caves de Remerschen Riesling Grand
Premier Cru Wintrange Felsberg).

Wormeldange/
Wormeldingen

Lieux-dits Elterberg, Heiligenhäuschen,
Koeppchen/Köppchen, Moorberg, Nidert,
Nussbaum, Péiteschwengert, Pietert,
Weinbour, Wousselt
Wormeldingen is the superstar of Luxembourg’s
wine villages, Koeppchen its greatest lieu-dit,
Domaine Alice Hartmann its best producer, and
Riesling its king of grapes. Domaine Alice Hartmann
is by no means the only top producer making wines
from this village. I have also been impressed by
Wormeldingen wines from Aly Duhr, Fédération
Viticole, Häremillen, Jean Schlink-Hoffeld, Mathes,
Pundel-Hoffeld, Schumacher-Lethal, St Remy
Desom, Steinmetz-Jungers, and Vinsmoselle Caves
de Wormeldange. I have tasted some good Pinot
Gris, Pinot Blanc, and Auxerrois from these
producers, but with one exception (Aly Duhr),
they have all been from other lieux-dits. If I have
learned anything about the wines of Luxembourg,
it is that the best parts of Koeppchen produce the
country’s finest Riesling, and it would be a great
shame to plant this terroir with any other variety.
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OTHER WINEMAKING COUNTRIES
OF northwestern EUROPE
In the northern hemisphere, the farther north a
vine grows, the fewer hours of daylight it receives
and the greater the angle at which the sunlight is
spread out, thus the longer it takes to ripen grapes.
Factor in the wet, windy, and uncertain climes of
the Atlantic, and it may seem surprising that these
countries produce any wine.
BELGIUM

In Belgium, winegrowing dates back to Roman times. Today,
more than 100 hectares (250 acres) of vineyards are cultivated
by over 100 growers. Most of these growers are part-time or
hobbyists, although there are around 20 who could be described
as commercial to one extent or another.
tGenoels-Elderen (Chardonnay Goud, Zwarte Parel, Maastricht Riesling)
• Peter Colemont (Chardonnay Clos d Opleeuw)

DENMARK

There are 25 hectares (62 acres) of vines in this country. Even
more amazingly, the EU has limited growth to no more than 99
hectares (245 acres). There are nine commercial producers, the
oldest of which is Domain Aalsgaard, which was established in
1975. Chateau Lille Gadegard produced its first vintage in 2003 on
Bornholm, a Danish island in Eastsee, to the north of Poland.

IRELAND

Better suited to stout and whiskey, Ireland had absolutely no
winemaking history when, in 1972, Michael O’Callaghan planted
Müller-Thurgau vines at Mallow in County Cork. O’Callaghan has
just over 1 hectare (2.5 acres) of exclusively Reichensteiner vines
nowadays, and his wine is sold exclusively in the restaurant of his
country house hotel, Longueville House. Just 5 kilometres (3 miles)
away from Mallow is another Irish vineyard, called Blackwater
Valley, where owner Dr Christopher has 5 hectares (12 acres),
growing Reichensteiner, Madeleine Angevine, and Seyval Blanc.
Another venture, West Waterford Vineyards at Cappoquin, has
2,000 vines growing in the Blackwater River Valley.

latvia

Jukka Huttunen tends 160 wine-producing vines planted in 2001
on ground warmed by buried coolant pipes from Olkiluoto nuclear
power station. At 61º 13’ latitude, this is the most northerly
vineyard in the world.

LIECHTENSTEIN

Situated between Germany and Switzerland, this tiny principality
grows just 15 hectares (37 acres) of planted vines. They are
primarily Pinot Noir and Chardonnay and are mostly owned by
the Crown Prince through his private winery, the Hofkellerei
Fürsten von Liechtenstein.

NETHERLANDS

Although the Netherlands is north of Belgium, and therefore would
seem an even more unlikely location for growing vines, almost
all its vines grow east of Maastricht, so they are actually situated
farther south than the vineyards in the Belgian part of Brabant.
There are over 100 growers farming 50 hectares (124 acres) of

Clos d’opleeuw, belgium

A true clos in the Haspengouw AOC, the Clos d’Opleeuw is owned by Peter
Colemont, who learned viticulture from Burgundy’s Bernard Dugat-Py.

vines, primarily consisting of Riesling, Müller-Thurgau, Auxerrois,
and the inevitable German crosses.
tApostelhoeve (Auxerrois, Riesling)

norway

The wine-producing Hallingstad vineyard was planted close to
Harten (59º 24’) in 1992 by Sveier Hansen, who exports to the
United States.

Poland

Vines have been grown in Poland since at least the 14th century
but ceased production during the Communist era. However, a few
isolated areas were replanted a few years before Solidarity
changed the face of Europe forever in 1989. These vineyards were
confined to the Carpathian Mountains in the very south of the
country, but when Poland became a member of the EU in 2003,
the Polish Wine Institute was established, and hundreds of
vineyards were created in six Polish wine regions (Zielona
Góra-Wielkopolskie, Central and Northern Poland, Lower Silesia,
Malopolska-Vistula-Lubelskie, Malopolska-Vistula-Świętokrzyskie,
and Carpathia), where no fewer than 87 wineries officially exist,
although most of these are not commercial enterprises by
international standards. Four of the more important wineries are
Winnica Golesz, Winnica Jasiel, Winnice Jaworek, and Winnica
Pałac Mierzęcin.

SWEDEN

Although Akessons have produced sparkling wine since 1985, the
grapes were not grown in Sweden. The first three vineyards to be
established in this country are Blaxta Vingård (planted in 2000, first
wines in 2002) southwest of Stockholm near Flen (59º 03’), and two
in the Skåne region farther south: Kullabygden Vingård (planted in
2000, first wines in 2002) near Helsingborg, and the Nangijala
Vingård (planted in 2001, first wines in 2003) near Malmö.

